overalls, absorbed in a machine—a manual 
training class in some boys’ school, per- 


\ Mineew mens happy, orderly boys in 


haps? Nota bit of it! These lads are from the 
heart of West Dallas, from the same district 
(and some of them from the same families) that 
bred Clyde Barrow, Bonnie Parker, Raymond 
Hamilton, and others who have earned a sad 
sort of notoriety throughout the United States. 

Until recently, not much was being done to 
avoid a similar future for the tow-headed 
youngsters who play about the streets of that 
unpleasant section. Now, however, through the 
efforts of Ralph Nance, cheerful young theology 
student at Southern Methodist University, a 
West Dallas Boys’ Club has been established, 
which bids fair to turn a lot of small feet in 
the right direction. 


Every Saturday afternoon, a bus from S.M.U. 
makes a circuit through West Dallas, picking 
up the members, and carries them out to the 
Rankin Chapel, on the edge of the town. The 
club program starts with a devotional period, in 
which Mr. Nance draws some simple lesson from 
the Bible, and the boys repeat their memory 
verses. Any boy who can say the entire thirteenth 
chapter of 1 Corinthians gets a special reward— 
a picture of the club to paste in the front of his 
American Bible Society Testament. 

And where do the “benches” come in? Well, 
after devotions, the club adjourns to “the 
shop.” It is only a shack, and had no furnish- 
ings until somebody discovered that sturdy 
workbenches and tables could be made out of 
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Bibles 


and 
Benches 


By Carolyn Davidson 


the wooden boxes in which the American Bible 
Society ships Bibles from New York to the 
Dallas depository. 

A jigsaw has been set up there, a machine so 
fascinating, that the boys willingly wait in line 


thirty minutes for the privilege of operating it. | 


An engineering student has drawn a pattern of 
the S. M. U. mustang mascot, and the boys are 


now cutting out dozens of copies to be painted ) 


and made into tieracks and toothbrush holders. 
These will be sold to S. M. U. students and Dal- 
las business men, the proceeds to go toward 
equipping the shop. 

There are hopes of better things for the West 
Dallas boys—a playground, perhaps even a 
building of their own some day. Meanwhile, 
they are learning to work, to settle their differ- 
ences without violence, to love the Bible—and 
where more appropriately than in a carpenter’s 
shop? 


For the Attention of Pastors 


N planning your program for the year, you 

may be assured of genuine support from the 
American Bible Society for Sunday, December 
10. It is Universal Bible Sunday. The theme 
suggested is “The Truth That Makes Men 
Free.” As in other years, the Society will sup- 
ply materials to aid in the observance. The 
brochure is this year written by President John 
A. Mackay of Princeton Theological Seminary, 
and the poster is the work of Rockwell Kent. 
You may expect these materials about Novem- 
betale 
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The Book We Need 


Through the courtesy of the “Washington Star” we here reprint an editorial by the Epis- 

copal bishop of Washington, which reflects one of the notable gatherings that marked the 

month of Bible Emphasis conducted by the American Bible Society in the Capital City in 

May. In the picture appear, right to left, Bishop Freeman, Senator Radcliffe of Maryland, 

who presided at the Statesmen’s dinner sponsored by the Society, and Associate Secretary 

Betts, who conducted the month’s campaign. The Society’s work was presented in fifty- 
eight churches and to approximately 10,000 people 


By Bishop James E. Freeman 


T a recent meeting in Washington 
a distinguished man in public life 
asked the question, “Is the King 
James version of the Bible superior in 
rex tut othe 
many other 
versions?” 
There fol- 
lowed an in- 
teresting and 
inspiring dis- 
cussion as to 
the relative 
merits of cer- 
tain modern 
translations 
of the Scrip- 
tures, and the 
consensus was, that, while much has been 
done in these latter years to give a more 
- accurate reading of the sacred text, noth- 
ing that has appeared since the King 
James version can compare with it in 
beauty of English or in euphony and 
richness of expression. 
Our very practical age is so desirous of 
brevity and clarity of expression, that it 
has lost its taste for the beauty and maj- 


RS 


a 


Mr. Betts, Senator Radcliffe, and Bishop Freeman at 
the Statesmen’s Dinner 
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esty of the older version. It is a pity 
that this is so; for nothing that has been 
done to make the meaning of the Scrip- 
tures more plain has served to enrich the 
te x taroteathe 
King James 
version. It is 
thie sine sit 
tire acSsitirie 
house of our 
language that 
we possess. 
A critical stu- 
dent has said 
Gigitye slileitais 
bound up the 
richest treas- 
UreS .Ow O Ihe 
Angle-Saxon speech, the story of the 
struggle of man to understand his des- 
tiny and to ally himself with what is un- 
seen and eternal.” 

A distinguished lawyer, Joseph Auer- 
bach, has written a notable book entitled 
“The Bible in Modern Life,” in which he 
shows the widespread study of this Book 
of Books by the greatest masters of the 
English language, and the large part it 
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has played in their most notable utterances. Of 
Rufus Choate, orator and Nestor of the bar, it 
was said that he “saturated his mind and spirit 
in the Bible more than in all other books com- 
bined. It was at his tongue’s end. You can 
hardly find speech, argument or lecture of his 
that is not sprinkled and studded with Biblical 
ideas, words, and phrases.” It was to the King 
James version he turned, and in its exquisite 
English he found and formed his style. The 
beauty of Milton’s verse, the glory of Shake- 
speare’s inimitable phrasing, the finest in all the 
masters of English literature, do not and can- 
not match the sweep and euphony and grandeur 
of this supreme book. It is little wonder that 
President Hadley of Yale maintained, that, 
without a comprehensive knowledge of this 
mighty book, one could hardly claim the cul- 
ture of a well-educated man. 

The decline of beautiful spoken and written 
English is often noted today. Compelling ora- 
tory and the use of felicitous English in con- 
versation are less common than they once were. 
Men have often wondered at Lincoln’s mastery 
of English and the charm and beauty of his 
style as in the Gettysburg address; but Lincoln 
himself acknowledged that it was his long and 
persistent study of the Bible that gave him 
such a command of flowing, picturesque, eupho- 
nious phrases as particularly disclosed in his 
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second inaugural and Gettysburg addresses. 

Obviously we turn to the Bible, and I urge 
the King James version for something other 
than its incomparable style. Noble and majes- 
tic as is its phrasing, it is in what it inculcates 
and teaches that it serves its highest purpose. 
It is possible to be so enamored of its beauty, 
its rich, sonorous phrases, as to miss its lofty 
design. It is difficult to believe that those who 
were inspired to write the sixty-six books that 
comprise the Bible, did so out of excelling, in- 
tellectual gifts. 

There is something other than genius here: 
there is a nobility of style, a richness of expres- 
sion, a vision of things that lie outside the 
range of human experience, a conception of the 
eternal purposes of God, that give it place as 
the Book of Books. The spark of genius is 
kindled here in its pages; thinkers, philoso- 
phers, teachers, statesmen, turn to its pages for 
stimulation, refreshment, and instruction; but 
beyond this, it has been the supreme source of 
hope, comfort, and assurance to countless gen- 
erations. Possibly, among its greatest inter- 


preters have been the mothers of the race. | 
Many a lad at his mother’s knee has caught his | 
first vision of reality. Let us turn to the old | 


Book, to the King James version of it, and, 
turning to it, get the kind of reassurance and 
enrichment we so sorely need today. 


A True Story of a Prince and His 
Bible 


By the Reverend J. L. McLaughlin, D.D. 


HICAGO is the second largest Norwe- 
( gian city in the world—being surpassed 

only by Oslo itself. It was natural, then, 
that Chicago should be a principal stop on the 
itinerary of Prince Olav and Princess Martha 
and their retinue of nineteen persons, who vis- 
ited the United States in May. 

One of the most interesting of the many gath- 
erings held in their honor was the half-hour 
religious service, on May 5, at the United Lu- 
theran Church in the Chicago’s suburb of Oak 
Park. Here a great throng, both inside and 


outside the building, greeted the Prince and 
Princess. 


of the American Bible Society’s auxiliaries. 
The crowning feature of this impressive serv- 
ice was the presentation of a beautifully in- 
scribed Bible to the Crown Prince. On receiv- 
ing the Bible, Prince Olav stoutly declared his 
faith in the Word, stirring in all who heard 
him a renewed confidence in the midst of these 
troubled times, that one who is to guide the 


The service was in charge of Rev. | 
Orlando Ingvolstadt, who is an active member | 
of the Chicago Bible Society, one of the largest | 
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destinies of an important European nation 
should put so much dependence upon the Bible 
as his source of strength and guidance. 


The gift of a Bible was the only public pres- 
entation allowed during the visit of the royal 
couple, though many commercial firms re- 
quested the privilege. When the Prince re- 
ceived the Bible, though he turned over to his 
aids all his other papers, he carried his Bible 
under his arm—as seen in the accompanying 
picture—for the rest of the morning. 


The following day Prince Olav called Dr. 
Ingvolstadt to his hotel and gave him a hand- 
some Norwegian Bible that he had brought 
along for the occasion, with the instructions 
that it be presented to the United Lutheran 
Church in Oak Park with his compliments and 
best wishes. 


The royal couple endeared themselves to all 
who greeted them by their simplicity, genuine- 


incess Martha, Dr. Ingvolstadt, and Prince Olav aie : 
ness, and earnest Christian faith. 


with his Bible 


Bible Maps 


Dr. Boyd has been asked to contribute this brief article in view of the fact that the Society’s 
Versions Committee has recently produced a set of maps for its Bibles. The first of these 
maps to appear in the Society’s publications are found in the new 50¢ Bible, catalogued 
as #MP53. This volume contains four black and white maps. As new issues of other sizes 
of Bibles come from the press the maps will be included. Later editions in better bind- 
ings will contain the full set of 14 maps in color with four pages of index. The maps 
include, with almost no exception, all Biblical place names the locations of which are 
well established. The series reflects the results of many years of research by Biblical 
scholars and archeologists, especially in the years since 1920 during which so many new 
discoveries have been made. The data have been assembled by Dr. Boyd and reviewed by 
Professor W. F. Albright, recently director of the American School of Oriental Research 
in Jerusalem. Any desiring the complete set of colored maps neatly bound with the index 
in booklet form may secure them for 25¢ by addressing the American Bible Society, Park 
Avenue and 57th Street, New York City 


By James Oscar Boyd 


One edition 


little idea of how much labor lies behind 

the making of them. Not long ago the 
National Geographic Magazine carried an-ar- 
ticle on this subject, apropos of a new map of 
the United States published at the time. To 
be sure, many maps are simply reissues of 
earlier maps. Such have very often been the 


Piieae ia who consult maps may have very 


maps at the back of our Bibles. 
simply reproduces the maps of an earlier one, 
with a change perhaps in size or arrangement, 
with here and there a name altered or intro- 
duced, but without involving any thorough re- 
vision of the sites marked. 

Yet, in Bible maps there is room for constant 
revision. For these are all historical maps, not 
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merely a record of present-day conditions. 
Upon the surface of the Palestine or the Jeru- 
salem of today must be fitted the lands and 
cities of ages long gone, which are the subject 
of incessant study, yes, of investigation and 
often of controversy. There are schools of re- 
search the principal object of which is to de- 
termine the location of Biblical sites: schools 
at Jerusalem, conducted by organizations of 
various nations, with libraries and lectures and 
periodicals and considerable budgets. 

Since the end of the Great War these schools 
have been more active than ever before, and the 
results have been correspondingly remarkable. 
The German school, the British, the French, 
the American, and of late the Hebrew (a part 
of the new Hebrew University at Jerusalem) ,— 
all have been putting forth their own results 
and passing affirmative or negative criticism on 
the proposals or tentative suggestions of the 
other schools. In this way, there was grown 
up a body of literature, now about twenty years 
old, which must not be neglected by any person 
or publishing house intending to issue a series 
of Bible maps. A prewar Bible map is about as 
out-of-date as a prewar map of modern Europe. 

When, therefore, the American Bible So- 
ciety reached the end of the long preparatory 
process that led up to the new series of “Self- 
pronouncing Bibles,” it was felt that the time 
had come to incorporate, in a new series of 
maps for these editions, the latest results of 
topographical studies in Bible lands. 

It has been an intensely interesting task to 
work over the literature thus described, and, 
after comparison of what each author or school 
has to say on the identification of this or that 
site, to indicate for the mapmaker just where 
he shall locate, with or without a question 
mark, Gilgal, or Gerar, Mizpah, or Gibeon— 
some particular place name of the Old or the 
New Testament. 

Excavation has, of course, yielded the great- 
est mass of the material on which these new 
identifications rest. Popular articles in reli- 
gious magazines, church weeklies, and even the 
secular press, have drawn public attention to 
the astonishing recovery of the ancient Near 
East by the spade of the American or the Brit- 
ish or other excavator. The echoes of what 
Woolley has found at Ur have scarcely died 
away before we read of what Kyle and Albright 
have found at Debir or what Breasted’s party 
has uncovered at Persepolis. 
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An entire new science has grown up in the 
dating of the fragments of broken pottery 
found in such excavations. “What!” says the 
average reader on learning that, in spite of the 
occasional seal of statue, gold or silver treasure 
hoard uncovered, the vast mass of the most use- 
ful material dug up consists of smashed earthen- 
ware, very perishable in the sense of being 
breakable, yet quite imperishable in the fact 
that it outlasts flesh, bone, wood, and even most 
of the metals,—‘‘what! is this the means you 
employ to make the sphinx of antiquity answer 
the riddles we would ask of it?—just a dusty 
mass of broken sherds!” But, compare those 
sherds, all of them arranged according to mate- 
rial, color, design and ornamentation. Mark 
them exactly according to the depth they were 
found in the excavation that yielded them, and 
the things found at the same depths alongside 
of them. And presently you find you have the 
data for at least a relative classification as to 
age and country. Then, when a lucky find 
comes along, which links this or that style of 
pottery with some king or dynasty known from 
ancient documents, such as the Old Testament 
books, or the Tell el Amarna letters, or the 
Egyptian papyri,—then you can begin to date 
these sherds, not only relatively, but by abso- 
lute dates: this style prevailed between 2000 
and 1800 B. C.; that style from 900 to 600 B. C., 
and so on. 

Even more astonishing than the growth of 
this science of archeological ceramics is the 
fact that, without digging a single trench in a 
mound, an investigator may examine the broken 
pottery on the top and sides and at the base of 
the mound and say, with reasonable certainty, 
that the town that once lay there belongs to the 
“early iron” age, or the “late bronze” age for 
example—ages which have been located within 
narrow limits of error in certain centuries 
before Christ. There is a young Finlander, 
Saarisalo by name, trained in our own Ameri- 
can school at Jerusalem under its genial direc- 
tor, Dr. Albright of Johns Hopkins University, 
who has made walking trips through certain 
very limited sections of the Holy Land, ob- 
served all the natural facts, such as water sup- 
ply, defensibility, communications, and the like, 
and has examined the pottery found at each tell 
or artificial mound within that area. He has 
thus attempted to determine, without moving a 
shovelful of earth, which mounds can well have 
been Canaanitish cities, which early Hebrew, 
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which Judean, or Hellenistic, or Roman, or 
Arabic, or any combination of these. He has 
been able thus to save scholars from proposing 
identifications they might otherwise have advo- 
cated, and to point out the spots where digging 
will probably bring the largest returns for the 
money expended. Such survey work, while 
less spectacular than the excavations with their 
often brilliant recovery of a Beth-shan or a 
Samaria or a Shechem, may prove more useful 
in the long run in guiding later investigators 
in the development of a science that is still 
only in its infancy. 

When, therefore, the readers of the Record 
examine a map at the back of the Authorized 


Page 111 


Version Bibles hereafter published by our So- 
ciety, they will realize what a story of work 
and what a variety of workers lie back of those 
few pages of dots and colors. And they will 
be on the lookout for the genuine results of our 
patient investigators of Palestine, who are, in 
the end, going to say the last word on such 
problems as—What was the century of the He- 
brew conquest of Canaan? Who were the Phi- 
listines, and what became of them? Is it scien- 
tific to study the religious or the social life of 
the Holy Land independently of the lands 
around it? Such questions await the further 
work of scholars and the gifts of friends of the 
Bible with the means to pay for the work. 


Adventuring for Christ in China 


Both the Christian Literature Society and the Seventh-day Adventist Mission in China 

work in the closest cooperation with the American Bible Society. This little story comes 

with the very pulse beat of struggling China in its lines from one of the staff of the 
Christian Literature Society 


By Margaret E. Brown 


ELL, the die is cast. We’re launched 

\) \) on a great adventure. It makes me 

almost dizzy to think how easily we 
voted to spend nearly $10,000 (Chinese cur- 
rency) on a very daring proposition. It’s al- 
most incredible that the Christian Literature 
Society, long known for its caution where 
money is concerned, has actually done this 
thing. But, unusual times demand unusual 
methods. Free China is calling out for Chris- 
tian literature. We must get it to them what- 
ever the cost. 

For days our distribution secretary, Mr. M. 
E. Terry, had been at his wit’s end. We had 
built our new depot at Kunming in the hope 
that it might be a distributing centre for Free 
China. But the demand for books has so ex- 
ceeded our most optimistic estimates, that the 
shelves of the new depot are almost empty. 
They have no books to distribute! Urgent or- 
ders from Kunming arrive in Shanghai daily. 
Send us books—more and more books! The 
shipping department worked overtime filling 
orders—only to be obliged to stack them up in 


The chief end of all Bible work in China and every- 
where is to bring the Book and its message 
to those who have never heard it 


the offices and corridors. We could not ship 
them. We pleaded with the post office. They 
were sympathetic but firm. They could accept 
no further parcels for the present. We ap- 
pealed to the shipping companies. They, too, 
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were solicitous, but also firm. They could take 
no more freight to Haiphong for an indefinite 
period. The one little narrow-gauged railway 
which leads to Free China can handle only the 
smallest fraction of what is required. The port 
is clogged with freight awaiting shipment. It 
is out of the question to accept any more for 
that port, unless we could guarantee that some- 
one would take delivery at once. With every 
warehouse overflowing, we knew we hadn’t a 
hope. 

Our secretary had a brain wave. We would 
send ten tons of books at one time. Ten tons 
would be a full carload on that miniature train. 
If we could fill a whole car, perhaps we might 
have a chance. The shipping people merely 
looked at us in pity. How did we think we 
could secure a car, when others waiting many 
months had failed? 

Then out of a clear sky came a new idea. Mr. 
Longway of the Seventh-day Adventist Mis- 
sion, who was attending their annual confer- 
ence in Shanghai, told how a few months ago 
he had purchased a truck in Hongkong, filled 
it with much-needed mission stores, taken it to 
the still free port of Swatow, and driven it to 
Chungking. There he was able to dispose of 
the truck to the Post Office authorities for a 
sufficient sum to recoup himself for his pur- 
chase price and cover other expenses. 

The British and Foreign and American Bible 
Societies were the first to hear this story. 
Szechwan has been absorbing Bibles at an in- 
credible rate, and they were desperate to find 
ways and means of supplying the demand. 
They caught the vision. They would buy a 
truck and transport the books themselves. 
Next, Mr. Terry, our distribution secretary, 
heard a murmur about it. Immediately he felt 
it was the way out. Mr. Longway was buying 
another truck for their own needs, and would do 
the same for us. He would purchase in Hong- 
kong and secure the mechanics and chauffeurs, 
and the three trucks would make a fine convoy. 
It was our only chance. True, it wouldn’t help 
the Kunming situation any. It would still re- 
main to be solved. But a proportion of the or- 
ders from Kunming were for Szechwan. We 
would at least get our literature to China’s war- 
time capital. 

In fear and trembling, Mr. Terry laid the plan 
before the staff. We have been known to hesi- 
tate days over the expenditure of a few hundred 
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dollars. The staff caught the vision, but dared 
not take a decision of their own. An emer- 
gency meeting of the executive council was 
called at once. 


The background of Miss Brown’s 

story is reflected in the following 

paragraphs taken from a letter 

from Secretary Lacy of the So- 

ciety’s China Agency dated May 
10, 1939 


We have been almost frantic in our ina- 
bility to fill orders as they continue to 
pour in on us from every part of the coun- 
try. Two additional presses have been en- 
gaged to work for us. During the past 
five months we have printed nearly 50,000 
Bibles and over 38,000 New Testaments, 
and have taken into stock from the bind- 
eries over 40,000 Bibles and nearly 30,000 
New Testaments. Yet we have unfilled or- 
ders for many thousands of books, and our 
stocks are hopelessly depleted. The price 
of printing both in Siam and in Chengtu 
has gone up more than 300 percent; but an 
edition of 300,000 Gospels is in press at 
Chungking. 

The way through Indo-China to Kun- 
ming is still in operation, but so congested 
that it is most difficult to secure freight 
space on the railway or on the coast boats. 

: A transport company here offers 
to take books for Chungking at $1,900 
a ton! The quota allowed our Kunming 
depot by the post office is but nine parcels 
a day. We are now making arrangements 
to take a truckload of two and one-half 
tons of Bibles and Testaments from the 
coast to Chungking. Four organizations— 
the Signs of the Times Publishing House 
(Seventh-day Adventists), the Christian 
Literature Society, the National Bible So- 
ciety of Scotland, and the China Bible 
House (British and Foreign and American 
Bible Societies)—are each purchasing a 
truck to go in together. The present plan 
is that I shall go with the party, leaving 
Swatow, we hope, during the first week of 
June. We really ought to take two truck- 
loads ourselves, but at present have not 
sufficient stock of Bibles. 
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By this time the National Bible Society of 
Scotland had caught the fever. They also were 
desperate in the matter of transportation of 
their Bibles. Their representative and Mr. 
Longway met together with the executive coun- 
cil. We faced all the risks. The port of Swa- 
tow may fall into Japanese hands before we get 
our loads there. There are dangers from bomb- 
ings. The convoy might be mistaken for a Chi- 
nese Government one. The roads are bad. 
They must cross the whole of South China. 
With roads in poor condition there might be a 
breakdown of the truck. Some felt the risk of 
not being able to sell the truck when it arrived 
at Chungking. Our fears were laid to rest in 
this matter by Mr. Longway. He assured us 
that the difficulty of getting trucks to the West 
is so great, that they are like gold when they 
arrive. We took our decision, feeling that the 
need is so great it is worth all risks. 
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So we are launched on our great venture. 
Think of it! Two truckloads of Bibles, one of 
Christian literature, and one of mission sup- 
plies—all starting on a journey of many hun- 
dreds of miles over rough and uncertain roads 
—all for the sake of the Master! Who says the 
missionary enterprise is not a daring one? Cer- 
tainly, these days in China it is a clarion call 
to high adventure in His service. 


NOTE.—On August 8, just as the pages of this issue 
of the Record were being arranged came a letter from 
the Society’s Shanghai office containing the following 
paragraph: 


You will be interested to know that a telegram from 
Chungking has been received from Dr. Lacy. It reads: 
“Inform home offices five tons Scriptures delivered 
without mishap.” You know, of course, that that rep- 
resents the loads of two trucks—one belonging to the 
China Bible House, and the other to the National Bible 
Society of Scotland. This is indeed good news, and 
they seem to have made the journey from Haiphong 
to Chungking in less than two weeks. 


The October issue of the “Bible Society Record” will carry an illustrated article 
by Secretary Lacy, entitled “Tons of Bibles for Chungking,’ telling the thrilling 
story of the journey and revealing the hunger of “Free China’ for the Bible.—Ed. 


A Message of Cheer from Manchuria 


The following paragraphs report the gist of some most encouraging remarks made at a re- 

cent meeting of the Board of Managers of the Society by the representative in Manchuria 

of the British and Foreign Bible Society as he passed through New York City. For two 

years the B. F. B. S. office in Mukden has administered the work of the American Bible 
Society in Manchuria previously directed from our Shanghai office. 


By the Reverend J. C. H. Robertson 


one of the officers of the American Bible 

Society. It is true that the American Bible 
Society’s contribution to the work in Man- 
churia came to only $750 last year; but, like all 
good things, we hope it will grow, and that the 
future cooperation in Manchuria is going to be 
a happy one. 

Now, I am sure you are wondering just what 
the situation is like in Manchuria these days. 
The war clouds passed over Manchuria in 1931, 
and since then reconstruction has been the order 
of the day. The church is finding that it has to 
rethink many problems and adapt itself to new 
situations. The Bible Societies find that they, 
too, have to do a considerable amount of re- 
adaptation. New challenges have come to 
church and Bible Societies alike; but these are 
met in the spirit of the New Testament, the 


I AM very happy to say that in a sense I am 


book which it is our joy and privilege to dis- 
tribute. 

Days of stress and strain they are in many 
respects, but I am able to testify that man’s ex- 
tremity is God’s opportunity. The people of 
Manchukuo, as the Japanese have named the 
land, are turning to God in increasing numbers, 
and men and women are finding and making 
the Bible their center of hope and inspiration. 
Consider the statistics of Bible work in 1926 
and 1928—a period in which there took place 
in Manchuria what has been described as one of 
the greatest movement of population in modern 
times. When immigration in any one year ex- 
ceeded a million souls, and we were in the midst 
of a period of economic expansion, our circula- 
tion was described as phenomenal. We sold 
2,143 Bibles, 4,169 Testaments, and 404,385 Por- 
tions. In 1936 and 1937 the great wave of immi- 
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gration had ceased, and a new era had been 
ushered in. Men’s minds were seeking to adapt 
themselves to new conditions; the church was 
facing some of the greatest problems in its his- 
tory, and what of the circulation in these years? 
It had risen to 25,928 Bibles and Testaments, 
and 814,095 Portions. In perplexity the man in 
the street had turned to this book that he saw 
gave stability and poise to the Christian, and he 
bought it in quantities that had never before 
been even dreamed of by the Societies at work 
in Manchukuo. 

Such figures as these are made possible prin- 
cipally because of the self-sacrificing labors of 
colporteurs, paid and voluntary; but the story 
does not end there. In 1926-27 the contribu- 
tions of the Christians in Manchuria to the 
Bible Societies did not exceed $400; yet in 
1936-37 the total was over $2,500. Surely, if 
these figures mean anything at all, they mean 
that men have discovered that the Bible is 
theirs, their own peculiar heritage which they 
must pass on. = 

Three years ago we received a letter from a His first glimpse of China’s Greatest Book 
Manchurian Christian, which shows how he re- : . ’ 
garded the Chinese Bible we use in Manchuria letter came as the greatest testimonial the Bible 


to be very much his own peculiar treasure. He poeta, mda HSN EISS | Tene Ole and the So- 
wrote: ciety had integrated themselves into the very 


“tenth ae er . ses Dea heart of at least one unknown correspondent. 
1 oin . . 
be Beatin English, Do set ese iicl ie eae eles ioe Ce ue SS EMOTES Fee cae 
has been translated into English yet? If so, as I as so many volumes. Regard them rather as so 
would like to give him a copy in that language, would many contacts made with men—contacts which 
you please send me a copy? it is the duty of the church and the missionary 
The writer had either forgotten or did not to followup. And that they are being followed 
know that he was writing to a “foreign” Bible up is revealed in the increasing numbers of 
Society; all he knew was that he had received people who are being baptized into the Chris- 
the Chinese Bible from that Society. This tian Church of Manchukuo. 


The little girl shown on the cover is Elizabeth Flint. She is only one of many 
unfortunate blind people made happy last year because the American Bible Society 
made .it possible for them to rhe Cover Picture OWN portions of the Bible in 
the Braille or Moon systems or portions on talking-book records. 

This year $7,500 are needed for the Blind Fund, if antici- 
pated requests for help are to be met. So far only $1,563 have 
been received. If other blind boys and girls and men and 
women are to be given the light of the Scriptures, the Society is 
the only agency that can supply them. It has been supplying 
Scriptures to the blind for 104 years. It must not fail them this 
year. Will you not help by sending a gift especially for this 
purpose? Address Treasurer, 2 ‘American Bible Society, Park 
Avenue and 57th Street, New York City. Sonu this ieee or mark “For the Blind.” 


THE 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
AT THE WORLD’S FAIR 


ielE*Amerean’ Bible Society has told its story at all 
of the great National Expositions since the Philadelphia 
Centennial in 1876. On Sunday, June 25, 1939, the 
Society's booth at the New York World’s Fair was for- 
mally dedicated with an address by General Secretary 
Eric M. North. Immediately following the service at the 
booth, a program was held in the Temple of Religion, 
which was attended by about one thousand people. 
Mr. Frank H. Mann, Vice President of the Society, 
presided, and the principal speakers were Dr. John 
H. Finley, editor of the “New York Times,” and 
Dr. William Lyon Phelps, both Vice Presidents of the 
Society. Rev. Norman Vincent Peale, pastor of the 
Marble Collegiate Church, New York City, offered the 
invocation, and the benediction was pronounced by 
Rev. Lyman Richard Hartley, pastor of the Fort George, 


(oy ) 


New York, Presbyterian Church. The music was furnished 
by Miss Carlette Thomas, F.A.G.O., who presided at 
the Temple organ, a quartet under the direction of 
Walter W. Plock from the Lighthouse Music School of 
the New York Association for the Blind, and Harry 
T. Burleigh, Mus.D., eminent Negro composer and bari- 
tone. Two unusual features of the program were a read- 
ing from the talking-book machine for the blind, and 
the presentation of a Bible to Mrs. Philippina Herold, 
who was introduced by her pastor, Rev. Wayne White 
of the Westchester Methodist Church, New York City. 
Mrs. Herold has been a Bible School teacher for fifty- 
four years. In the picture above may be seen, left to 
right, the quartet from the Lighthouse Music School, 
Dr. Finley examining his program, Dr. Peale, Dr. Phelps, 
Mr. Mann at the rostrum, Dr. Burleigh, Mr. White, and 
Secretary North. Unfortunately, Mrs. Herold is hidden 


in the picture by the rostrum. 


THE Society's booth is twenty feet square and is located in the north end of the Communi- 
cations Building near the Long Island Railroad station. As one enters the building by a 


ramp directly from the station, he first glimpses the 
exhibit in a window cut through the wall of the ramp 
at his right, and seen from inside just above the 
counter on the right wall. Approaching from the 
other end of the building, the exhibit is identified 
by the beautiful stained glass window. The map 
below the window is constructed with a flasher 
device, that points out the various locations where 
certain languages are spoken, calls attention to 
Bibles in these languages, and presents pictures of 
the people who use these Bibles. The open Bible 
across the middle of the window carries ever-chang- 
ing verses of Scripture flashed on its pages from a 
hidden balopticon. Between two and three thousand 
people pass daily through the booth, where hundreds 
of volumes of Scripture are sold and the story of the 
Society's work rehearsed. 
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Men of Affairs—Take Notice! 


spring the head of a flourishing concern 

in a great Eastern city celebrated the 
opening of commodious facilities for the con- 
duct of his growing business. Invitations to in- 
spect the new quarters and to attend a luncheon 
were sent to scores of executives of local con- 
cerns with which he did business. 


(): the first Thursday of May this past 


A souvenir of the occasion was presented to 
the guests, and mailed to each of those who 
were unable to accept. The souvenir was not 
something symbolic of the goods the firm dealt 
in, but rather of the spirit of the host and prin- 
ciples on which he conducted his business. It 
was a beautiful leather-bound India paper edi- 
tion of the New Testament and Psalms fur- 
nished by the American Bible Society. Each 
copy bore the name of the recipient in gold 
letters. 


Before the day was over, a railroad official 
who had been present at the luncheon sat down 
and dictated the following letter, which is. 
quoted in its entirety: 


Upon reaching the office, I opened the favor which 
you handed to me after lunch today. 

I have had the privilege of attending many banquets 
of hard-boiled railroad men and even harder-boiled 
business executives, where there seemingly was neither 
sympathy nor sentiment, each one pounding away, 
without that pause which your Chaplain so graciously 
gave us at lunch. And then afterwards, to be handed 
such a beautiful gift! The thought back of it was not 
only refreshing, but also very inspiring. I know now 
why the Company is so eminently suc- 
cessful,—it is built upon the proper foundation. 
Thank you so much. 


A railroad superintendent who was unable to 
accept wrote on the receipt of his Testament 
the next morning: 


: To say that I was delighted is putting it 
mildly. Throughout the years I have, of course, re- 
ceived many souvenirs, but I can say truthfully that 
never have I received one that impressed me quite so 
much or that I appreciated more. 

Please accept my sincere thanks for this fine gift. 
You may be assured I shall take good care of it and 
use it frequently. 


Another railroad executive wrote: 


It was with much pleasure that I received your 
souvenir. . . . I know that much good will be accom- 
plished if the railroad men who received a copy—and 


that includes myself—make proper use of the “Testa- 
ment and Psalms.” 


Still another railroad executive struck a more 
personal note in a letter dictated as soon as he 
returned to his desk. He writes: 


: . You are to be congratulated on the forward 
step taken, and it is my hope that more success than 
you can possibly hope for will reward your efforts. 

It is certainly no secret why you have been success- 
ful in the business world. If more humans would in- 
clude a bit of the spiritual, not only in their personal 
lives, but in their business dealings, I am sure they 
would reap more of the material. It was a pleasure 
to see your ideas in this regard carried out today. 

The Testament was a very appropriate gift, and you 
may be assured it will be used many, many times by 
me. 


Even a deeper personal note was struck in the 
letter from a sales manager, which reflected 
upon his experiences in an earlier business: 


. I think possibly you never knew the 
Corporation operated its business, from the very start, 
under the guidance of men imbued with your phi- 
losophy of moral, social, and business conduct. I 
was somewhat younger during that régime, but my 
experiences constituted a page of business history 
that sometimes I would like to tell you about. To 
some degree, at least, this experience will explain to 
you why I have always had an especial sympathy for 
what I have known to be your aims in the conduct of 
your personal life. The New Testament was the cen- 
terpiece on our board of directors’ table, and the sev- 
eral years which I spent in contact with those gentle- 
men had the most profound effect on my life of any 
experiences before or after. 


The American Bible Society is interested in 
placing the Bible in the hands of anyone who 
does not have it or, having it, does not use it. 
The majority of the Society’s volumes are dis- 
tributed among people who are usually classed 
as needy or unfortunate. There is admittedly 
a real need of more Bible reading among the 
leaders in our nation’s business and professional 
life. Little is being done about this need. We 
commend the method adopted by this particular 
business executive in impressing upon his 
friends the central place the Bible should have 
in the life of every man. 


[Editor’s Note: The name and address of the man 
who honored himself, his friends, and the Bible in the 


presentation related here may be had by writing the 
Bible Society Record.] 
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HE Soci- 

ety intro- 
duces to Rec- 
ord readers 
Mir Ga kt: 
Vinall, re- 
cently ap- 
pointed gen- 
eral secretary 
of the Japan 
Bible Society. 
After a ten-year term of service 
in the Near East Mr. Vinall be- 
came, in 1929, the secretary of 
the British and Foreign Bible 
Society in Tokyo. With the 
formation of the Japan Bible 
Society last year and the retire- 
ment of Mr. Karl E. Aurell as 
Secretary of the American 
Bible Society’s Japan Agency, 
Mr. Vinall was appointed to his 
present position. 


Mr. Vinall 


One way to express the spe- 
cific purpose of the American 
Bible Society is that it exists 
to make the Holy Scriptures 
available at the lowest possible 
price consistent with good 
workmanship, and in the lan- 
guage desired. The attainment 
of this purpose is reflected in a 
letter recently received from 


Mr. J. A. Persson, superintend- 
ent of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Transvaal District, Af- 
rica. Mr. Persson is the trans- 
lator of the revised New Testa- 
ment in the Tswa language 
spoken by 3,000,000 people liv- 
ing in northern Transvaal and 
southern Mozambique, South- 
east Africa. He writes: 

At a recent circuit conference we 
held here on the Rand, a delegate 
stood up and made quite a speech, 
expressing the gratitude of the 
Tswa people that they now get 
their Scriptures at prices anyone 
can afford. I pointed out that this 
is largely due to the fact that the 
Bible Societies are bending every 
effort toward improving the ver- 
sions and lowering prices of pro- 
duction. On hearing this, he moved 
that the meeting express its appre- 
ciation of the work of the Bible 
Societies, which resolution I prom- 
ised to convey to you. To this I 
would add the thanks of the mis- 
sion as a whole for the assistance 
we have received in providing our 
people with a readable version, and 
at prices which make it possible 
for everybody to possess the Scrip- 
tures in their own tongue. When 
I was transferred to the Rand in 
1924, the Tswa Testament was be- 
ing sold at the equivalent of $1.15, 
or two days’ wages of a miner; 
now they get them at a quarter. 


Earl Baldwin, in an address 
delivered to the University of 
Toronto on April 20, made the 
following discriminating re- 
marks concerning the English 
people, which in these days 
should have the widest possible 
reading. He said: 

“We are not better than other 
people, but there has happened 
to fall to us an experience 
which has not fallen to other 
people. 

“We in our empire, after 
much experiment, have adopted 
the method of mutual coopera- 
tion in attempting the solution 


of our problems. We have hap- 
pily been able to show that diff- 
culties can be resolved by dis- 
cussion where we are certain 
they could not be by force. 


“The common stuff I have 
found in our people is funda- 
mentally a stout individualism, 
yet with the power of coopera- 
tion, a broad and tolerant hu- 
manity, and humor. 


“The Englishman’s reaction 
to a new proposition in politics 
or other fields is, ‘Will it work?’ 
and he has an uncanny instinct 
as to what will or will not work. 


“This attitude and this in- 
stinct preserve him from 
strange alien forms of political 
upheaval to which more logical 
or, if you like, more intellectual 
races have succumbed. 


“But you cannot begin to un- 
derstand the Englishman until 
you try to realize the impres- 
sion left on him generation 
after generation by the English 
Bible. I am not sure this is not 
the cause of the peculiar out- 
look of our people, and the fail- 
ure of foreign countries to un- 
derstand us.” 


Listen In 


ECRETARY STIFLER’S 

series of coast to coast 
broadcasts over the Red Net- 
work of the National Broad- 
casting Company is continuing 
during September and October. 
The theme is “The Truth that 
Makes Men Free.” The broad- 
casts originate over Station 
WEAF, New York, and occur 
at 12:30 p.m. Eastern Daylight 
Saving Time. Copies of the 
address may be secured by writ- 
ing to the station to which you 
listen. 
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ECORD readers should 
look long and contempla- 
tively upon the face, here re- 
produced, of the Reverend T. H. 
Maxwell, of Cornelia, Georgia. 


Mr. Maxwell 


He has just completed reading 
the entire Bible for the one hun- 
dred and third time. Through 
the influence of godly parents, 
he became interested in Bible 
study when he was a little boy. 
When he entered college, he 
determined to read the Bible 
through three times each year, 
as well as make it a major item 
of study. 

As a result of his resolve and 
his systematic reading and 
study of the Bible, Mr. Max- 
well has been recognized in 
all his pastorates as a Bible 
scholar, and has been able to 
render a great service in Bible 
teaching. One can hardly men- 
tion a passage in the Bible that 
Mr. Maxwell can not instantly 
locate. 

He can talk at length and 


most interestingly on Bible 
themes. Being able to quote 
from the Bible for hours, if 
need be, he can so reinforce the 
Biblical position on any sub- 
ject as to make it most con- 
vincing. So familiar is he with 
the Bible, he can quote accu- 
rately about any important 
theme from Genesis through 
Revelation. 


July Meeting of the Board 


HE third stated meeting of the 

Board of Managers of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society in its one hun- 
dred and twenty-fourth year was 
held at the Bible House, Park Ave- 
nue and 57th Street, New York, on 
Thursday, July 6, 1939, at 3: 30 p.m., 
President John T. Manson in the 
chair. 

Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Rev. Dr. Burton S. 
Easton, who read from the second 
chapter of 1 Corinthians and offered 
prayer. 

The minutes of the second stated 
meeting of the year were approved. 

The resignations of Mr. William 
H. Beers and Mr. Winthrop M. 
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Tuttle as Managers were accepted 
with deep regret. 

The minutes of the various stand- 
ing committees were presented and 
approved, and their recommenda- 
tions adopted. 

The Board approved the appoint- 
ment of Mr. F. Lyman MacCallum, 
Secretary North, Dr. John R. Mott, 
and Dr. A. L. Warnshuis as dele- 
gates of the Society at the Bible So- 
cieties’ Conference in the Nether- 
lands, July 24-27. 


August Meeting of the 
Board 


4pse fourth stated meeting of the 
Board of Managers of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society in its one hun- 
dred and twenty-fourth year was 
held at the Bible House, Park Ave- 
nue and 57th Street, New York, on 
Thursday, August 3, 1939, at 3:30 
p.m., President John T. Manson in 
the chair. 

Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Rev. Dr. Robert M. Hop- 
kins. 

The minutes of the third stated 
meeting of the year were approved. 

The minutes of the various stand- 
ing committees were presented and 
approved, and their recommenda- 
tions adopted. 


Has Your Church an Adequate Supply of Bibles? 


HE accompanying picture 

was taken recently at the 
time of the dedication of a new 
pulpit Bible and a supply of 
pew Bibles at the West Presby- 
terian Church of Binghamton, 
New York. The pastor of this 
church is the Reverend George 
William Brown, D.D., for ten 
years General Secretary of the 
American Bible Society. The 
pulpit Bible is the one the So- 
ciety sells for $40. Others are 


available from $6.50 upward. 
The pew Bibles are the new 
#MP53, which sell for 50¢ and 
contain four of the new series 
of maps described elsewhere in 
this issue of the Record. In the 
dedication ceremony the So- 
ciety’s printed order of service 
“We Dedicate Our Pulpit Bi- 
ble” was used, a sufficient sup- 
ply being furnished for the 
congregation. Has your church 
an adequate supply of Bibles? 
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As a holder of an Annuity Agreement of the of making the Bible more widely available 
American Bible Society you receive a check at throughout the world. 
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a regular income and provision for the 


than the average person. 
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© May we send you “A 
Gift That Lives,” a little 
booklet that explains the 
plan and how you may en- 
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Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 62Y entitled “A Gift That Lives.” | 
| ioy its twofold advantages? 
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